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other side was Luis Menendez Moran, a colonel of artillery who
was born in Gijon, the principal sea-port of Asturias, and
married a lady from the same town, Maria del Carmen Nava.
Patricio de Azcarate (the father of Gumersindo) was born in
Gijon about 1800, and went to college (from 1820 to 1823) at
the Institute named after that enlightened anglophile of the
eighteenth century, Jovellanos. Even as a boy Patricio began to
resent the reaction and repression of Ferdinand VII; his be-
haviour as a student, the speeches that he made and the articles
that he wrote, brought down on him a strange and terrible
ecclesiastical penalty: that of impurificadon. His father was
naturally somewhat alarmed; the Inquisition had been re-
established, its prisons were still in working order, and the
" Secular Arm" might even be invoked as it had been in the past.
Patricio de Azcarate bethought him of Santiago de Com-
postek where he had a friend who was a canon of the cathedral;
he lost no time in making the journey and explaining to the
good canon what had happened.

Under the ban of impurijicadonl Holy heavens! How could
an old friend like Don Tomas have a son who was such a
liber dote \ In the end, he became quite attached to the boy; but
the ecclesiastical impurification stuck; and later, when Patricio
gained the tide of "advocate" in the chancery at Valladolid, it
was expressly stated that, on account of the impurificacion of
1823, he had no jurisdiction. That, however, did not prevent
him from being appointed Civil Governor in various provinces,
Biscay, Leon, Toledo and Murcia, and he occupied his leisure in
reading philosophy and cultivating the acquaintance of men
such as Sanz del Rio and Fernando de Castro, with whom the
reader of this book will also have become acquainted in an
earlier chapter. Patricio de Azcirate married a lady from Gijon,
Justa Menendez Moran y Nava, who was destined to be the per-
fect mother of a large family. Two boys died in infancy; then
came Gumersindo and two brothers, Tomas and Cayo, one of
whom became an admiral and the other a colonel of engineers.
There were four daughters, of whom Manuela, early left a
widow, came to keep house for her eldest brother in Madrid.